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About Peer Review

JDO 73 FEEDBACK

In fact, being a peer reviewer is not as difficult as 
imagined. You only need to add a little more 
active critical thinking as you normally do when 
reading papers. Personally, I think reviewing an 
article is a good opportunity of thinking training, 
which can reversely be applied when writing 
academic articles in the future.

Below are three recommended principles to keep 
in mind during the reviewing process:

1. Fairness and impartiality: Put aside your 
personal clinical and academic habits, as well 
as likes and dislikes, and review as objectively 
and comprehensively as possible. As Dr. Chris 
Chang said: "Being a reviewer has certain 
social responsibilities.”

2. Be soft-spoken but hard-hearted: Respect the 
time and effort the authors have put in, and 
try to be friendly and tactful in the tone when 
giving suggestions and feedback. At the same 
time, do not compromise the standards you 
hold in mind. While what you wish to see in 
the article as a reader must be put forward, 
the requests should be reasonable.

3. Focus on the big, and let go of the small: Even 
though you may want to nitpick and make as 
many modifications as possible, prioritizing 
your suggestions according to the level of 
their importance is critical. The key points 
should be mentioned first, and minor details 

that do not affect the overall contexts can be 
omitted. As for the grammatical and 
formatting errors, feel free to leave the 
responsibilities to the editorial department. 
There is no need to include them.

The following aspects are worth considering 
when reviewing an article. You are welcome to 
add some more:

1. Does the title hit the central idea of the 
content?

2. Does the Introduction provide enough 
b a c k g r o u n d k n o w l e d g e t o l e a d t h e 
subsequent discussion?

3. Are there any omissions or errors in the 
diagnosis?

4. What other treatment options are there, and 
are the reasons for not choosing the 
alternatives reasonable?

5. Are details of the key treatment process 
c l e a r l y d es c r i b e d ? I s t h e re a ny t h i n g 
unreasonable? (For example, the cutout for 
Class III elastics in an article under review is 
on the mesial-buccal sides of the upper 
molars, but there is a large space in the front 
to be closed.)
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6. Are the figures sufficient to support the 
authors’ statements? If you have any doubts, 
ask for more relevant information (such as 
cephalometric tracing of specific tooth 
position, ClinCheck superimposition in a 
certain view, difference between planned and 
actual tooth movement, etc.)

7. Does the Discussion clearly grab the central 
ideas and discuss in depth the key steps of 
treatment? Are there any other aspects that 
can be added?

8. Are there enough corresponding references 
to support the discussion?

9. Does the Discussion highlight some parts that 
could be improved throughout the treatment, 
and provide the possible ways?

10. The Conclusions must be based on the entire 
argument process in the Discussion, rather 
than just citing similar articles.

Finally, when it is time to fill out the rating form:

1. Avoid giving mediocre scores, for example: 
marking 2 out of 3 in all the criteria.

2. Unless it is an extremely good or bad article, 
generally we do not "accept" or "reject" 
directly. There will always be things that need 
to be modified (in different degrees).

3. The Confidential comments to editor section 
can be written if there are some relatively 
sensitive issues that need to be reported to 
the editor. Otherwise, one can skip this part 
in general.

I think the key to giving a good peer review is to 
put yourself in the right place. Since it is "peer" 
review, you must adjust your mindset to an 
equal state with the other party. The fact that 
you are invited to be a peer reviewer is a 
qualification and affirmation in your profession. 
You are not less than others, but nor are you 
much better than others. Fulfill your professional 
duties. Avoid being too humble or too arrogant. 
Understand that the purpose of hard work is for 
your own improvement and for the collective 
advancement of this specialty.
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⒈Launch " iBooks" app
   on your iPad.

⒉ Click "Store." ⒊ "Sign in" with your Apple ID. ⒋  "Create Apple ID" i f  
     you don't have one.

⒌ Search for "chrischang."

⒍ Click the book’s icon. ⒎ Check the price and

If you are interested in our paid video or medical 
products, contact inewton.dental@gmail.com
for more information.

e-Books
Beethoven Orthodontic and Implant Group has been publishing the International 
Journal of Orthodontics and Implantology since 2007. This Journal features 
excellently finished case reports evaluated by objective grading systems. 
The Orthodontics and Implant Dentistry eBook series is a special selection 
of exciting cases with interactive functions and multimedia resource. Once 
opening this book, your understanding of dentistry will never be the same!

Beethoven Dental Encyclopedia
e-Books collection

This book requires iBooks 3.0 
or later and iOS 5.0 or later.

BUY BOOK

Learn it your favorite way!

The World’s Best e-Textbook

 Step-by-step Instructions

Best of all

Argentina, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Bolivia, Brazil, Bulgaria, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cyprus, 
Czech Republic, Denmark, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, 
Greece, Guatemala, Honduras, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Mexico, 
Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Norway, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Poland, Portugal, Romania, 
Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, United Kingdom, United States, and Venezuela.

Now available in iBooks Store in 51 countries:

⒏ Once downloaded, click the book’s
click "BUY BOOK." icon to launch the e-book and enjoy. 

+886-3-573-5676
 orthobonescrew.com
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